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Title：The unemployment maternity bump 
Speaker：Prof. Héctor Pifarré i Arolas   
       ( La Follette School of Public Affairs, University 

of Wisconsin-Madison ) 
Time：10:30 ~ 12:00, Monday, February 5, 2024 

Place：Auditorium, B1F, Institute of Statistical Science 

Abstract 

The literature has documented important drops in employment, working hours 
and earnings for women after childbirth. We study job separations around child 
births, and their employment consequences, using administrative data from Spain, 
in an event study design combined with propensity score matching. We identify a 
large spike in job separations for women five months after giving birth, which 
coincides with the end of maternity leave in Spain. We find that women who are 
laid off or end their temporary contracts in those months are more likely to 
become unemployed, and to stay unemployed substantially longer. Our results 
suggest that part of the child penalty might be driven by firm's hiring practices 
towards new mothers. 

※ Tea reception starts at 10：10.  

※ Lecture in English. Online live streaming through Cisco Webex will be available. 


